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I have enjoyed membership of the Society (S) for some years though not very active.  Having 
lived in HK since 1958 I have been involved in various clubs and societies as most of us have.  I 
cannot really tell the difference between a daisy and a buttercup or a Calathea flower and an 
Alpine Aster but am very keen to see the S continue to flourish. 
 
A few years ago, I was sorry to see the demise of the Hong Kong Association of Business & 
Professional Women and the Women Business Owners Club – and thought - what a pity.  I do 
not want to see the demise of this, our S, go similarly after more than 30 years of inspiring Hong 
Kong gardeners and nurturing friendships. 
 
I checked earlier this year in regards to my membership and was advised that my cheque was 
received but not deposited as it was thought that the S would close its doors.  I asked the reason 
for that and the answer amounted to a number of factors.  One obstacle was the need for us to 
come up with 5 Directors (D) for the S.  Each of us is responsible for the S and liable but only to 
the tune of HK$100.  However, technically, the D’s are responsible for all legal matters and 
potential liabilities.  Many members have thought this was too great a risk not worth taking. 
 
My view – as a Will Writer and estate planner – (sorry cannot miss the opportunity to tell folk 
what I do !) – looked at this problem and did my own risk assessment and compared it to jay 
walking etc. and thought it was within my personal risk profile.  I then decided that I would be 
willing to be a D and be willing to serve on the Committee (C).  That was not enough;   I 
discussed the problem with my co-Will Writers Mathew Lloyd, and Peter Fenyves and asked if 
they would like to join the S and if they were willing to take on the D role allowing others to run 
the month-to-month activities of the S.  Taking on the same risk profile, they happily agreed to 
lend their time and support.  So, if we are short of members being D’s we have in reserve 
Matthew, Peter and myself.  I am willing to be a D and would like to work with the C as well.   
 
So you can see that there will be D’s – who have the legal responsibility – but happy to delegate 
their roles to others who know something about gardening and the running of the S.  If there are 
enough members willing to be D’s, there will be no need for Matthew and Peter to be involved 
as D’s - but we can let that play out at the AGM. 
 
This leaves open the opportunity for others to rush forward and volunteer their time and services 
for the S - and any S certainly needs a good number of happy contributors ! J  I attach a form so 
that you have the opportunity to put forward your name for either and or a D and a C member.  
Please bring it with you to the AGM. 
 
As to C membership, I believe it is always good to have a churn of C members so that more can 
be involved and new ideas brought into any S.  We all owe a vote of thanks to Sylvia for her 
dedication over the years and for so many a great function.  I am putting my name forward for 



election to the C and within the C I am willing to be the Chair (if the C so elects).  I only want to 
be in that role for a short period (a year at most) and for other more qualified and green fingered 
individuals to take over.  Looking at the year ahead, I hope the S will have lots of interesting 
events and activities as we have had over the decades.  
 
I would like to lead the C into reviewing our status as a Company Limited by Guarantee or to go 
back to being simply a society as before or indeed to wind up the company and for us to function 
without a S at all.  This is quite possible if one takes as an example the South Lantau group that 
functions well as an informal network of gardening enthusiasts.  So, options for the future to be 
considered – but particularly a year for us to continue to enjoy each other’s company through 
events and meetings. 
 
 
Voting at an AGM 
 
Section 7 of the Articles of the M&A states “Membership of the HKGS shall cease upon the 
death or resignation of the member, or on non-payment of the subscription prescribed after such 
notice of arrears has been given to the member as the C shall direct.”  So, if you have not been 
given notice of your arrears of payments, you are still a member! 
 
Section 18 of the Articles that states… “All members present in person or by proxy are entitle to 
vote and each Member is entitled to one vote.” 
 
Section 19 states, “No Member or its representative shall be permitted to vote at any general 
meeting unless all monies presently payable by the Member to HKGS have been paid.”  This 
year the current C have not sent out  invoices for the annual dues and so no monies are payable 
by the members until the C sends out the notices.  Based on this logic, all members paid up from 
last year, are eligible to vote this year.   
 
Furthermore and applying some logic here, the C and S can send out invoices for membership 
but members might be away of forgetful and innocently late and this should not negate their 
ability to vote at any meeting unless, in my view, the member has been specifically advised of 
dues outstanding, and failing payment is notified that their membership is rescinded and thus 
cannot vote.   
 
Well, that is my view of it anyway. 
 
----------- 
 
Finally, if I can repeat myself, I really look forward to a year ahead with lots of meetings and 
educational events so that folk like me can learn what an Alpine Aster looks like let alone a 
daisy; together with happy and willing volunteers doing their bit for our collective S; and in all 
of us enjoying each other’s company. 
 

--------------------------- 
Jessica Park 


